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THEATRE AND FREEDOM: Paradigm Shift(s) in the Independent Theatre Culture in Europe after
1989

International conference

Prague, October 23-24, 2019

The year when we remember the 30" anniversary of political changes in Central and Eastern Europe
calls upon looking back on 1990s ideas and hopes. It is independent theatre, which was a key
platform for the attempts for their implementation not only at aesthetic and artistic, but also at
social and political levels in various models and configurations of existence. It was largely inspired by
the development of the international independent artistic scene, which was difficultly accessible for
the majority of artists behind the Eastern side of the Iron Curtain until 1989. Is it possible to consider
the development of independent theatre in Central and Eastern Europe in the 90s as a “success
story”? Is independent theatre and artistic scene taken for granted nowadays? Are social status and
social need for independent art in society today completely different from ideas of 1989? How does
contemporary independent scene relate to the avant-garde and neo-avant-garde legacy? Based on
their insight in the development of independent theatre in the past 30 years, ten professionals from
the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, Hungary, Germany, Austria, Romania, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Slovenia, Ukraine, Belarus, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, The Netherlands and United Kingdom will try to
find the answers. The conference does not deal only with the confrontation of the historical
development of this part of theatre culture in their papers, but also with discussion formats focused
on visions of European independent theatre for the future.

The conference takes place as part of the Arts and Theatre Institute research project “Czech
Independent Theatre after 1989”, accentuating the development of Czech theatre in new social and
political conditions, especially in the context of transformation, decentralization of the theatre
network and new tools of cultural policy. The main item of interest are the roots, professionalization
and development of epicenters of independent theatre stages and companies after 1989 in the
Czech Republic and sub-papers on the development in Slovakia.

The conference language is English.
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PROGRAM
23.10.2019

Part | - Studio hrdind

9:00 Welcome
9:15-10:30 Quadrilogue between East and West

Speakers: Martina Peckova Cernd (CZ), Jan Jitik (CZ), Carena Schlewitt (D), Henning
Fille (D)

Moderator: Alice Koubova (TBC)

10:45-12:15  Roots of Independent Theatre in Western Europe
Speakers: Christine Standfest (AT), Jair Stranders (NL), Paul Bourne (UK) TBC
Moderator: Martina Peckova Cerna

lunch

13:15-14:45  Independent Theatre after 1989 in Central Europe

Speakers: Marek Godovi¢ (SK), Dasa Ciripova (SK), Joanna Ostrowska (PL), Tamas
Jaszay (HU)

Moderator: Jan Jifik

Part Il - DISK Theatre (Theatre Faculty, Academy of Performing Arts)

15:30-17:30  Panel discussion organized in cooperation with the Department of Alternative
and Puppet Theatre

(In)Dependency, Legitimity and Ethical Principles of Alternative Theatre

Speakers: former and current students from the Department of Alternative and
Puppet Theatre

Moderators: Marcela Magdova, Ewan Mclaren
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24.10.2019

Part Il - Studio hrdint

9:30-11:15 Independent Theatre after 1989 in Southeastern Europe

Speakers: Visnja Kaci¢ Rogosi¢ (HR), Barbara Orel (Sl), Kamelia Nikolova (BG), Iulia
Popovics (RO)

Moderator: Jan Jifik
11:30-13:15  Independent Theatre after 1989 in Eastern Europe

Martynas Petrikas (LT), Zane Kreicberga (LV), Madli Pesti (EE), Iryna Chuzhynova
(UA), Tania Arcimovic (BY)

Moderator: Martina Peckova Cernd
lunch

Part IV - Studio hrdint

14:30-17:30  Panel discussion organized in cooperation with the Czech Association of
Independent Theatres

European Independent Performing Arts Scene in Search of Future and
definition

Speakers: Board Members of the Czech Association of Independent Theatres and of
the European Association of Independent Performing Arts

Moderators: Jan Z{rek, Lubo$ Louzensky, Petr Prokop

The panel discussion will be accompanied with round tables inviting all conference
participant to discuss the definition of “independent theatre”.

ACCOMPANYING PROGRAM

22.10. at 18:30: Johan Wolfgang Goethe: Faust, direction Jan Klata, Theatre Pod Palmovkou

23.10. at 19:00: dinner with the Arts and Theatre Institute research team presenting current Czech
independent scene

24.10. at 20:00: The Real Ones, Movementtouch, Ponec - The Dance Venue
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MAIN ORGANIZER

Arts and Theatre Institute (www.idu.cz)

CO-ORGANIZERS

ENICPA, The European Network of Information Centres for the Performing Arts (www.enicpa.info)

Palm off Fest, International Meeting of Central European theatres (www.palmofffest.cz)

Department of Alternative and Puppet Theatre, Theatre Faculty, Academy of Performing Arts
Association of Independent Theatres Czech Republic

PACE.V4 (Performing Arts Central Europe - Visegrad Countries Focus)

CONCEPT AND DRAMATURGY
Mgr. Martina Peckova Cernd, Ph. D.

Mgr. Jan Jifik, Ph. D.

CONTACT PERSON
Barbora Comer, International Cooperation Department / Arts and Theatre Institute

E barbora.comer@idu.cz
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